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Salem United Methodist Church 
7901 Bradshaw Road 

Upper Falls, MD 21156  
Phone: (410) 592-2543 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP  
8:00 AM in Chapel 

10:00 AM* in person and ZOOM  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7212

1826008 
By Phone: 1-301-715-8592 
Meeting ID #72121826008 

*Time changes 9/12 to 10:45 a.m. 
 

PASTOR:  
Rev. Dr. Stacey Nickerson  

pastor@salemunited.org   
Cell: (410) 627-1944 

 

FAMILY MINISTRIES  
COORDINATOR:  

Judy Jones  
judyjones149@gmail.com 

 

ORGANIST/MUSIC  
DIRECTOR:  

Matthew Bunn 
MatthewBunnMusic@gmail.com 

 

COMMUNICATIONS & SOCIAL 
MEDIA MANAGER: 

Tara Kully 
salemunitedupperfalls@gmail.com  

 

CHURCH WEBSITE: 
www.salemunited.org 

 

FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM: 
@salemunitedupperfalls 

 

NEWSLETTER 



Pastor’s Message 
Friends in Christ, thanks be to God!  I am grateful for God blessing us and leading us in creative ways of 
faithfully being the church each day but especially during these challenging days.  I am grateful for you 
and for the many ways we have worked together as a congregation to adapt our activities in order to care 
for one another during this time of COVID.  With another spike in cases going on right now, we are 
exploring ways to offer programming while valuing one another’s health and safety.   

We are fortunate to have an excellent worship team and tech volunteers so that we may offer options 
from which you can choose to worship.  We will continue offering online worship as well as in-person.  
Please note that the Sunday after Labor Day – September 12 – the later worship time moves from 10:00 
a.m. to 10:45 a.m.   

We would like to add to the gatherings designed specifically for our children and their families, especially 
since we are not able to offer some of our traditional activities such as Children’s Sunday School and 
Junior Church.  One of our best options right now is outdoor activities, especially during this time of year.  
We want to take advantage of this late summer/early fall weather.  On Sunday, August 29 we held the 
first of a series of these gatherings, which will be held after the later worship service.  We will plan on a 
start time around noon/12:15 p.m. to accommodate those coming from online worship at home as well as 
those attending in-person.  Some of the Sundays, there are activities for all ages as well as ones 
specifically designed for our children.  Always, youth and adults are welcome to attend so we all can 
support our young people.  We do recommend that adults wear masks when around our young people.  
Here is the planned schedule: 
September 12 – Rally Day 
You are welcome to attend worship at 10:45 a.m. in casual dress that day.  We will begin around noon 
with a box lunch and then some activities.  All ages are welcome to enjoy the fun together!   

September 19 – Children’s Bible Day  
Our children in grades 3 and 4 will receive a Bible from the church.  We will have a Bible story for all our 
young people as well as some intergenerational activities.  Please bring a Bible. 

September 26 – Helping Day 
We will have service activities for all ages.  As a church family, we will be putting together UMCOR 
heath/hygiene kits. Also, we will have materials for making thinking of you, birthday and other cards for 
sending to our “Home Touch” list and others in our extended church family. 

October 3 – Children’s World Communion Celebration 
A special time for our children, especially, to learn about Holy Communion and participate. 

I am planning on continuing our Wednesday Outdoor Vespers for a few more weeks at least and 
designating some for special observances as well:   
September 8 – Day of Remembrance of 9/11 (7:00 p.m.)  
October 6 – Blessing of the Animals (with an earlier start time of 6:00 p.m.) 

We will continue to assess what is the best for our Salem Church family and work together in moving 
forward in service to Jesus Christ.  May the start of a new school year bring us a sense of renewal in 
God’s grace and love.  Please continue to keep our students (of all ages) and their families as well as all 
involved in education in your prayers.  

In Christ’s love,  

 

Pastor Stacey 



Notes of Thanks 
From Lauren Simpson: Many, many thanks to everyone who 
made our “Sounds and Sandwiches” a huge success.  Chris 
Rohe and Kaleidoscope – you were fantastic, and the music 
was truly appreciated by everyone.  Thank you so much.  A 
special shout out to John Von Paris for the use of his tents, 
as well as the folk who helped with installation and removal; 
Bruce List and Jerry Sersen for manning the grills the entire 
day and everyone who helped at the food stand.  Thank you, 
Tara, for publicity.  But above all, thank you God for the 
beautiful day and a wonderful event. 

From the 2021-2022 Kingsville Elementary School Staff: Thank you so much for the 
wonderful Grab and Go bags for breakfast on Wednesday! That was so kind of you.  
We really appreciated your kindness! They started our day perfectly! 

 Members Corner 

Please remember our members who are unable to join us, with a phone call or card. 

 

Kay Butler – 8810 Walther Blvd, #1318. Baltimore, MD 21234 
Verna Cooper – 9600 C Haven Farm Rd, Perry Hall, MD 21128 
Hank Danker – 506 Haverhill Road, Joppa, MD 21085 
Betty Knight – 8810 Walther Blvd, #1626, Baltimore, MD 21234 
Judye Miller – P.O. Box 238, Upper Falls, MD 21156 
Alice Stewart c/o Paul Stewart – 217 Garnett Rd, Joppa, MD 21085 
Betty Zengel – 1617 Searles Rd, Baltimore, MD 21222 

 

Membership News   
We extend our prayers of sympathy and support to the family 
and friends of our dear brother in Christ, Ralph Ashley, who went 
home to be with the Lord on Monday, August 23, 2021. An 
incredible husband, father, brother, Poppy and friend, Ralph 
never failed to make anyone smile.  His generosity would make 
anyone in his presence cared for.  Always quick to crack a silly, 
witty joke, Ralph was guaranteed to make anyone laugh. Willing 
to lend a hand to any person at any time, his absence will be 
deeply felt by all who loved him. Ralph leaves behind his wife, 
Anita, and many other family members as well as longtime 
friends who will miss him immensely.



 

It’s a new month, but we still have the same chance for a 
delicious meal that supports Salem! Dine in or carry out – 
both types of service qualify for our Fundraiser Night at 
Texas Roadhouse in Fallston on September 13th.  There 
is a flyer at the end of the newsletter.  You can take a 
picture of it with your phone or bring a paper copy with 
you.  Show it to your server or cashier for 10% of your 
sale to go to Salem! 

 

 

Sign Dedication at Salem 
Cemetery 
On Wednesday, August 4, we dedicated our new 
cemetery sign during our Vesper Service.  Thank 
you to all our volunteers who designed and 
created it as well as those who installed 
it.  Pictured with the sign: Amy Krebs, Lori 
Szarek, Tom Szarek, Paul Krebs, and Bruce List. 

 

 

COVID-19 Support Group 
The University of Maryland (UM) Upper Chesapeake Health has established a virtual 
support group for those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Goals for this group are 
to provide a safe place to share experiences, express fears, and support fellow 
community members. The group welcomes individuals who are:  

 Diagnosed with COVID-19 
 Recovered from COVID-19  
 Experiencing long term COVID-19 symptoms (long 

haulers) 
 Currently in quarantine due to COVID-19 

The group will meet on the 2nd Thursday of every month from 2:00-3:00 pm and is free 
of charge.  Discussions will be led by social workers from the UM Upper Chesapeake 
Health Comprehensive Care Center. To access the meetings, you will need a computer 
or tablet with a web camera and the Webex link to the meeting.  To RSVP for a 
meeting, please contact Kristina Evans at kevans1@umm.edu. Details for this meeting 
may also be found on the Community Event Calendar on the Salem website at 
salemunited.org/communitycalendar.  



The United Methodist Women continue to 
work on various mission projects and have 
identified new projects for the coming year! If 
you are interested in any of these, please 
contact the person listed below.  If there is 
not a person listed, please contact Amy 
Krebs or Sue Yurek. 
 
 

The following projects are continuing from last year: 
1. Baby hats and blankets for premature babies at local 
hospitals.  They will be blessed on October 24th.  A date 
to drop off any completed hats and/or blankets will be 
announced in October. 
2. Lap quilts are still being made. The quilts should be 
between 30”x30” and 40”x40”, with a backing of flannel 
material. 
3. Prayer shawls for Franklin Square Hospital are in 
great need!  Please give any completed shawls to 
Lauren Simpson. 
4. We are still collecting aluminum tabs from cans for 
donation to the Ronald McDonald House. 
 
The following are new projects for this year: 
1.Assembling UMCOR Health Kits – the items for the kits will be provided.  Kits will be 
assembled after the 10:45 am service on September 26th. 
2. Crocheting/knitting – once we can gather in the Fellowship Hall, if anyone is 
interested in crocheting/knitting as a group, please let Amy know. 
3. Contact will be made to Magnolia Middle School Health Center after school starts. A 
monetary donation will be made for feminine products. 
4. Please see SEW POWERFUL website for projects that can be done at home--sewing 
purses, writing the notecards (format and wording is provided). SEW POWERFUL 
(www.sewpowerful.org) is a Christian organization that supports several projects in 
Zambia including keeping girls in school. Local jobs are provided making soap, reusable 
pads and growing food for the schools. Purses are made by volunteers and shipped to 
the office in Renton, Washington. Please look at the website for details. If anyone wants 
to make purses the pattern is provided, and YouTube videos are available for 
instructions. Please let me know and we can send purses as a group (Amy Krebs 410-
456-8471). Once we can gather in the Fellowship Hall, if any are interested in sewing or 
writing notecards as a group, please let Amy Krebs know. 
 

Bible Study with Judy 
Wednesday morning bible study will resume on September 15th at 10:00 am. We will 
meet outside on the parking lot as long as the weather is nice. Please bring a chair. 
Everyone is invited to join us for this time of study, discussion and fellowship. 



Back to School Breakfasts 
Salem prepared and delivered a bagged breakfast to the teachers and staff of Magnolia 
and Kingsville elementary schools at the end of August.  While different from our 
previous breakfasts, the bagged version gave staff the ability to “grab and go” as they 
were preparing their classrooms for the new school year. Reaching out in this way to 
those dedicated staff at our local schools is a small way for us to thank and support 
them, and is always very appreciated. 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
A wonderful time was had by young and young at heart 
alike on Sunday, August 29 for our Blessing of the 
Backpacks event.  As participants arrived, everyone spent 
time creating their own backpack tag – not only for 
themselves, but for others in our congregation who were 
not able to attend!  We loved the creativity, and no two 
tags were alike!  After a time of fellowship while creating 
our tags, Pastor Stacey offered a short prayer, followed by 
a time of individual blessing with each person. The time 
closed out with refreshing popsicles for all! 

 

Choir Rehearsals Resume 
Beginning September 2nd, the Choir will rehearse on Thursday nights from 7:00 – 8:30 
pm in the Sanctuary.  If you’re interested in joining, either come to any rehearsal or 
email Matthew Bunn at MatthewBunnMusic@gmail.com 

 

 

Looking for a way to give service to Salem in Worship?  Anyone 
wishing to participate as liturgist in our Sunday 10:45 am worship 
service is asked to call Lauren Simpson for more details and to set a 
date! 

 



September 
2021  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 2 3 4 

   7pm - Vespers 7-8:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
8 & 10am Services  with 
Holy Communion 

  7pm – Special Vesper 
Service – Day of 
Remembrance of 9/11 

7-8:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
8 & 10:45am Services 
12:00pm – Churchwide 
Outdoor Rally Day  

9am – Aerobics 
3-8pm – Texas 
Roadhouse Fundraiser 
Night 

 9am – Aerobics 
10am – Bible Study w/Judy 

7pm - Vespers 

7-8:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

9am - Aerobics  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
8 & 10:45am Services 
12:00 Outdoor 
Children’s Bible Day 

9am - Aerobics 7pm – Finance 
Committee 
7:30pm – Church Council 

9am – Aerobics 
10am – Bible Study w/Judy 

7pm - Vespers 

7-8:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

9am - Aerobics  

26 27 28 29 30   
8 & 10:45am Services 
12:00 Outdoor Helping 
Day (Children – Adult) 

9am - Aerobics  9am – Aerobics 
10am – Bible Study w/Judy 

7pm - Vespers 

7-8:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

  

       
       

8:00am Service is in-person in the Chapel.  10:00 or 10:45am Service is in-person in the Sanctuary and on Zoom.  Zoom: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72121826008 



  



 


